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CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION
WEEK ENDING APRIL 3, 2016

AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: There was limited precipitation across Montana for the week ending April 3, 2016, along with
initially warm temperatures. Reporters across the State noted that while winter wheat and pastures were greening, moisture was needed
soon to avoid rapid decline in their conditions. Producers in many areas of the State were able to begin spring fieldwork and seeding
with 5.1 days suitable for fieldwork compared with 3.3 days the previous year. Producers began seeding barley, oats, and spring wheat
with 11 percent of barley, 2 percent of oats, and 3 percent of spring wheat seeded by the week’s end. Livestock producers have enjoyed
a largely mild birthing season with very few deaths.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Barley

Planted........ccoovieiniireeeceese e 11 3 3 5
Oats

Planted........cccoireiniiiieeeeees e 2 -- -- 2
Spring Wheat

Planted........ccoooveviieieece e 3 - 1 2
Winter Wheat

Breaking dormancy.........c.ccocvvvenenereeceennnnnes 32 NA 53 NA
Cattle and calves

Calving completed.........ccoooverineiiniiniene, 40 13 40 52

Receiving supplemental feed............cccccceveuennne 87 96 92 NA
Sheep and lambs

Lambing completed...........ccccoovneniiiinincnene, 30 11 31 39

Receiving supplemental feed.............ccccccc.en. 91 95 90 NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for fieldwork...........ccccooevveriieinnnnnn, 5.1 NA 3.3 2.6
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
VEry ShOrt ... 17 25 8 9
SO e 33 28 21 18
ADBQUALE ...t 50 47 58 59
SUIPIUS ..ot -- -- 13 14
Subsoil moisture
VEry ShOrt ..o 20 23 6 9
Short........... 39 41 21 19
Adequate 39 36 53 61
SUIPIUS ..o 2 -- 20 11
NA — not available

(--) — zero

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Grazing Accessibility
OPBN e 70 72 72 55
Difficult 12 9 20 20
ClOSEA.....oiiiccii 18 19 8 25
Pasture and Range
VEIY POON ..ttt 12 NA 5 8
POOT ...ttt 22 NA 20 23
FaIT ot 45 NA 44 40
19 NA 30 27
2 NA 1 2
Winter Wheat
VEIY POOT ...ttt -- 1 2 1
Poor 4 4 6 6
Fair 40 46 31 36
Good 53 46 33 46
Excellent 3 3 28 11
NA — not available
(--) — zero

Montana’s weather data can be accessed at the following:

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by State/Montana/Publications/Crop Progress_& Condition/2016/MT_Weather 04032016.pdf



http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Montana/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2016/MT_Weather_04032016.pdf

